
 

THE FIRESTONE IN VALEA CĂLUGĂREASCĂ 

 
 

Could this be the landscape of the moon? If you’re headed for Valea 

Călugărească, an outstanding scenery unfolds before your very eyes: the reinforced 

concrete case of the late factory looks as if bombed and is nowadays used for innovative 

pictorials, videos or settings in films and the firestone mountains, huge monuments of 

bloody dust worn off by the pollution they have caused to the area. 7 million tones of 

firestone lie on tens of hectares.  

The chemical factory in Valea Călugărească that was build in the 19th century, 

started off by producing „copper sulphate” used to spray the vineyards, in 1902. Starting 

with the year 1960 it also produced chemical fertilizer „superphosphate”. ˝There were 

already three factories that produced sulphuric acid, two equipments of superphosphate, 

three that produced sodium sulphate DERO Ploieşti, as well as products for cleaning 

metallic surfaces. It ensured country chemical fertilizer and also produced twice as 

much for export”, says manager Gabriel Boncea. In 1989, the factory got the name 

Romfosfochim and produced till the year 1997, when it made the list of the first 17 

unprofitable big factories that needed to be closed.  

In 1989, the maximum of personnel was reached, 3.000 people that worked in 

3 shifts. In 1997 only 1.500 were left, and by the year 2000, when a liquidator was 

designated, 200 keepers and 3 employees remained. The great majority of shares were 

sold as well as the raw materials on stock. 

By closing the industrial complex a series of problems occurred: thousands of 

people were made redundant, the engine houses were bought overnight, but the new 

owners never made their presence felt, the archive disappeared leaving way to the 

brick and iron thieves. Mountains of firestone ash were left behind- carved by the 

cloughs and ditches made by the rain as well as clouds of radioactive dust. When the 

wind blows from the south, this dust raises up in the sky colouring the landscape in an 

unworldly red shade. No man in sight. Not even the rodents (rats or field rats) in habit 

this huge complex – they would certainly die of hunger. You can only see dandelions, 

some bushes and weeds, a few GSM antennas that used to be standing on the water 

tower still reminds you of the people who used to work there and let you know this is 

still Earth.  

The environment of Romfosfochim had damaging effects on the people too. 

˝The truth is that, every once in a while, it rains. Sulphurs dioxide gets into the 

atmosphere and, when in contact with water, it turns into H2S. You could see that in 

the morning dew too. This is not very convenient, especially for the southern part of 

the commune. You can see this even today, but they covered it with a certain 

substance and it made a crust over it.˝ remember the old employee.  

The factory got the mane of ˝Romania’s Chernobyl”. For the authorities, the 

apocalyptic image of Valea Călugărească is not an uncomfortable sight anymore. 

They remember it and take a few measured every time somebody is caught in the 

rubble while looking for used iron on its premise. Building materials are taken 

illegally from the platform, after being thorn from the old furnaces and atomizers 

where chemical reactions took place and are used to build houses or animal shelters.  



 
The apocalyptic image of the environment (the photos belong to the author) 

 

 

Aren’t there any specialists to explain people what they expose themselves to? 

When the wind blows, the fire dust travels tens of kilometres along the Teleajen 

Valley, over the vegetable gardens and orchards. Once, the authorities tried to cover 

the sterile mountains with polyethylene foil but this enterprise failed. Nowadays, the 

soil is red for several kilometres. „Everything is red around here, even the roofs and 

windows of the houses. We cannot ever leave our laundry out to dry as it gets dirty 

with firestone.” say the inhabitants of the commune. Because of the wind and the rain, 

the polluted area was extended, and toxic residues infiltrated into the underground 

water and can affect the health of local people.  

Nobody cares about the dangers of this pollution. The environmentalists shrug 

their shoulders. The owner of the company is in Italy and hasn’t been in Valea 

Călugărească since 2002. The ones who privatised the firestone halls – the terrain is 

owned by the American company Mega Company – aren’t too keen on solving this 

problem. The local authorities, the prefecture, town hall, have no funds to do anything 

even if they wanted to. The only solution is to demolish the buildings on the platform and 

clean the dumping sites of the firestone.   

It seems that miracles can also happen for the inhabitants in this area, even if they 

happened years after hundreds of requests and complaints were written. The former 

factory Romfosfochim in Valea Călugărească – considered to be a real „chemical bomb” 

in Prahova county – will become an environmentally friendly area. The proof lies in the 

photovoltaic panel park that was built on a surface of 26 hectares on a former factory pit. 

The investment in Valea Călugărească is a unique project in România, as well as at a 

European level, as we’re dealing with a terrain infested by residues from the former 

petrochemical institute.  

I believe we all need to be responsible. Try to protect our health and the 

environment regardless of the obstacles in our way. It is difficult for a student to ring an 

alarm bell when it comes to such issues. But, by researching and asking the right 

questions to the right specialists, we can contribute to your inner journey towards 



becoming a righteous citizen. Surely, only by acting this way, the young generation will 

be able to better understand such matters and when the time comes for them to take 

important decisions regarding their community, they will act responsibly and think on a 

long term.  
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